Volume 19
Issue 1 Wonderlings (2010-2011 Issue)
5-1-2011

Purity
Benjamin Fitzgerald
Concordia University - Portland

Follow this and additional works at: http://commons.cu-portland.edu/promethean
Part of the Poetry Commons
Recommended Citation
Fitzgerald, Benjamin (2011) "Purity," The Promethean: Vol. 19 : Iss. 1 , Article 10.
Available at: http://commons.cu-portland.edu/promethean/vol19/iss1/10

This Poem is brought to you for free and open access by CU Commons. It
has been accepted for inclusion in The Promethean by an authorized
administrator of CU Commons. For more information, please contact
libraryadmin@cu-portland.edu.

Article 10

Fitzgerald: Purity
top. The medieval age stone felt warm beneath my feet , but the
bridge looked as if it had grown taller in the last thirty seconds.
By now, Frau Reichstein had made it back to the crowd that
formed around our ankles.
"Are you going to jump, or just stand there ?" she
chided. Everyone was shocked that she did not try to talk us
down. With that I looked at Blake. One, two, three, we swung
our arms back and launched into freefall. The pure exhilaration
only lasted a few seconds before I pierced the refreshing
water below. When I surfaced I looked up at all of the eyes
watching me from above. They must have been waiting to see
if I survived, because when I smiled they started clapping and
yelling. Then it dawned on me-l just stripped down to my
underwear in the middle of a major city and jumped off a bridge.
I let myself float with the cordial current for another
minute to reflect . I am the greatest skeptic in the world, but
I will never deny what I felt at Dachau. I cannot deny that
someone, something is still there. I experienced a place whose
purpose was to create terror and commit murder. Yet, I did
not come away from it depressed and angry like I thought I
would . Arbeit Macht Frei: work does not make you free. The
German word for joy is freude; joy is what makes you free.
Dachau taught me the greatest lesson a seventeen-year-old
could learn-live life to the fullest and have an appreciation
for your own freedom and ability to choose. I chose to jump
off that bridge simply because I could. But I think I also did it
for them, the ones that never walked out ofDachau: for Jakob
Alber, for Wilhelm Bach, and Eugene Dangel. I jumped for
number 131099-Emil Fischer, and for Franz Detmar, who
arrived at the camp with just his wedding ring. May I never
forget that joy makes you free-freude macht frei.
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there is a sort of peace
not to be found
bur in the company of puppies
kittens
and small children
a gentleness of love
a sweetness of sincerity
a purity too often lacking
in the minds of students
scholars
and knaves
i am a knave
but when i am found
in the company of puppies
kittens
and small children
Death
doesn't feel quite so cold
(if for but a moment)
and i
i remember myself
and for a moment am pure
once more
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