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Article 15

Woolner: Young and Old
As I raced towards the gigantic hill in front of me I said
a little prayer, just like I always did. It was my ritual; it calmed me
down. I was nervous, as I should have been, but more than that,
I was excited. How would it end? Would I land the trick? Would
it look good or would it be sloppy? Would I crash? Would I
hurt myself? I could hear the snow crunching under my board
and feel the air rushing by my face. I started the ascent and the
next thing I knew I was airborne, flying, no floating, through
the air. I may have only been there for a few seconds but it
seemed like an eternity. I grabbed "indie" (grabbed the middle
of the board with my back hand) as I spun a 540 (one and a
half rotations), soaring over the flat tabletop. I "stomped" my
landing as I finished my last rotation and rode away smoothly.
There is no way to describe that feeling. One cannot explain
the sensation to someone who has never experienced it because
there is nothing like it in all the world. All I can say is that I love
dessert.
Those days are now gone and I miss them. I live in
Portland, with Mount Hood only an hour away and Bachelor
within a three-hour drive, but they are only teasing me. I look at
them like a homeless child looks at a chocolate cake behind the
bakery shop window. School, work, and a lack of money have
pulled me away from the life I love so much. They have reduced
me to a starving college student who dreams of the days when
he used to be well fed.
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